
 

Loughborough University, Doctoral College: Additional information 
for examiners of research degrees 



Absolute volume of work, or number of chapters, should not therefore by used as an 
indirect means of assessing if doctoral outcomes have been met. 
 
These standards and expectations can also be extended to best practice when assessing a 
doctoral researcher’s progression at the mid-part or end of part reviews. 
 
Excerpts from QAA guidance on criteria for research degrees and Loughborough University 
Regulations are included for information as an appendix to this document. 
 
Mitigating circumstances  



Appendix 
Criteria for Doctoral Degree Award 

The QAA provides the following outcomes descriptor for a higher education qualification at 
level 8, doctoral degree, namely doctoral degrees are awarded to students who have 
demonstrated:  

 the creation and interpretation of new knowledge, through original research or 


